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January 2021 

Pastor’s Post  

Keep it Up, We’re Almost There! 

Wow, 2020 was a long decade, wasn’t it? I ask that in jest, but in reality, 
that is the sense I’ve heard from so many recently. The past year has been 
the most challenging season of our lives, and many of us feel we have 
lived a decade’s worth of experiences in one jam-packed year. We’ve 
endured a world-changing pandemic that has impacted every facet of our 
personal, professional, and spiritual lives. We’ve navigated (and continue 
to navigate) a national conversation on the different experiences we have 
as Americans depending on our race and ethnicity. We’ve participated in 
a political system that has been tested in an unprecedented way. We’ve 
lived through the last year while also overcoming the ordinary challenges 
everyday life offers us. Staying healthy, maintaining relationships, and 

strengthening our faith is hard enough without all the extraordinary circumstances we’ve faced 
this year. Yet we’ve come this far, even if we feel like we’ve experienced a decade’s worth of life in 
one year. 
 
Navigating and overcoming these ordinary and 
extraordinary challenges is exactly why I believe God gave 
us the church. It’s in community with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ that we can support one another in 
solidarity and strength, ensuring that none of us feels alone 
in the midst of our blessings and challenges. That’s why it 
is particularly difficult that we have not been able to gather 
in the traditional sense. I very much miss being able to 
shake your hand, give you a hug, and hear our collective 
voice proclaim God’s glory together in our sanctuary. It’s a 
cruel irony that, in the very moment the world needs the 
church most, we have been forced to abandon our 
traditional way of gathering and worshiping together. 
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Despite these challenges, I have been encouraged by the many ways we have overcome our 
circumstances. Throughout this difficult year, we have been able to worship together, even if it’s a 
spiritual gathering instead of a physical one. We’ve found new ways to connect with one another 
and Christ via technology. We’ve continued to feed the hungry in our community as well as offer 
hope to those who have experienced hardship. We were able to celebrate Christ’s birth and 
worship God with the entire community on Christmas Eve. Throughout it all, we have worshiped 
together, grown in God’s Word together, and continued to be Christ’s church together. What a 
testament to the power of God’s amazing love. 
 
I know that many of us are exhausted from the last year. Because of our exhaustion, we may be 
tempted to sit back and wait until we feel safe gathering like we used to. We might even feel 
tempted to give our relationship with God a bit of rest. If we find ourselves tempted in those ways 
or any other, my encouragement to you is to not give up. In a few months, we will begin to see 
the impact of the vaccine and will also begin to see church life begin to resemble pre-pandemic 
life. Until then, God continues to give us opportunities to grow in our relationship with God, to 
support one another in our faith 
journey, and to spread the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. Keep up the journey of 
faith because we are almost through this 
difficult season! Remember that God 
gave us Christ as well as one another. 
With those two sources of support, there 
isn’t anything on earth or in the heavens 
that can keep us down. 
 
Keep Up the Faith! 

 

  
  

.  
Even though we couldn’t gather in our 

sanctuary, we still found a way to worship 
Christ and celebrate his birth on  

Christmas Eve! 
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Music Ministry 
With the Pandemic in full swing, protocol is to have each person 
entering the choir room recorded on the list – just in case there might be 
some contagion, so making it easier to warn those who might have been 
exposed.  Well, you would think this would keep people from 
volunteering to sing/ring wouldn’t you?   

Every week that list is long and the volunteers are numerous and healthy 
and all our church musicians can claim to have created Tequesta 
Presbyterians’ very first computerized concert!  Having been educated in 

computer use only by my 44 years of school teaching, I was very unsure of the technical/ editing 
aspects and can only say a huge, “thank you!” to each musician and technical assistant whose 
myriad hours resulted in our Christmas video. Special bravos to Jeff Pedington, Russell McFee 
and Pierce Hand, and to those who helped support the program financially! 

As I write this, the robes are all washed and re-hung, the music is catalogued, the pianos are 
tuned, the bells, duets, quartets, guitar and flute 
players and I are all enjoying our hours of music 
despite the situation.  No choir yet, but still, lots of 
music as we head toward the Lenten and Easter 
Seasons. Each volunteer is a cherished gift to our 
church, and I am most grateful for their time and 
talents. 

Anne  
 

 
 

Thank you to 
everyone who helped 
with the Greening of 

the Church! 
 
 

 
 

Our Bell Choir has continued to provide meaningful music during our adapted worship 
services in the sanctuary 
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Family Ministries 
Putting the Past to Rest 

I make it a personal goal to start each day in devotion and reading God’s 
word. Some days I am really good at this. The reality though is 
sometimes I fall short. Sometimes I don’t carve out the time I need to 
abide in the presence of God until it’s too late and the problems of the 
day seem to dominate my thoughts and reactions. I just completed a year-
long Bible reading plan, and I am feeling a real sense of accomplishment. 
I took the plunge, and I’m doing another year-long Bible plan in 2021. 
I’m currently reading the 365 Daily Kingdom Living plan with a group of 
Christian women. We keep each other accountable by checking in on 

our progress every Friday.  This week started out good. I was actually ahead a day, and when I got 
to my devotion a few days ago, I must admit I didn’t really like what it said. This was a sign to me, 
as always, that God must be trying to tell me something. I was out of my comfort zone.  I just kept 
going back to this devotion, reading it over and over, trying to decipher the message. Let me share 
it with you here: 

Closure 
“We are called to leave behind that person or situation that is not life-giving: a departed child, a 
spouse, a parent, the loss of childhood innocence, or an opportunity of a lifetime. Painful as it is, 
we must make a decision to be on the side of the living (for that is the reality) and stop caring for 
the “dead” that we hold on to. In so doing, we may follow Jesus in whom there is life abundant.” 

This devotion was particularly hard for me to swallow. I have suffered the loss of loved ones and 
it just doesn’t feel right to leave them behind. How could I possibly give up caring for my sister, 
my grandparents, my favorite aunt, or the loss of an unborn child? I went back and re-read this 
devotion several times over the course of the next few days. Increasingly, it became evident to me 
what God was trying to speak into my life. I must choose to be on the side of the living. It didn’t 
say to let go of the love that I hold dear in my heart for every person or opportunity I have ever 
lost in my lifetime. In fact, I’m sure that list will grow exponentially by the time the good Lord 
decides to call me back home. As I read this devotion again, the one word that jumped out at me 
was decision. The moments we live in and the experiences we navigate through define us. Why 
would we get stuck in a place of sorrow when there is so much that needs to be done here and 
now? We need to make an effort by making a conscious choice! 

Fast forward to 2021. We are inching up on close to an entire year of living in a pandemic. How 
many of us feel that there is a tremendous sense of loss in our lives over the last year? Many 
people have lost their jobs, sense of security, income. Many have lost their health and even their 
lives or the lives of loved ones. The list of family, friends, and acquaintances affected by    
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COVID-19 is ever growing.  How many times have you heard the phrase “Because of COVID” in 
the last year? How much of your “normal” life do you feel is now dead and gone?  

So much of my difficulty through this pandemic (and I’m sure you can relate) stems from the fact 
that I am holding on to the way things “used to be.” What if God is trying to tell me that I need 
to start living more fully in the present? When was the last time I sat down and truly counted my 
blessings? Moreover, when was the last time I was truly grateful for my blessings? The truth is, and 
maybe you have experienced this too…it’s been a while.  

After the initial lockdown last March, I saw evidence of goodness everywhere and it seemed as if 
people were truly counting their blessings. A forced lockdown required everyone to be present in 
their homes and to spend quality time with their families. Everyone seemed to be embracing every 
blessing in the midst of a global crisis. The fast pace of the jet setting world we lived in came to a 
screeching halt. Then the days grew into weeks and the weeks grew into months, and we are now 
facing an entire year of an altered state of living which is very foreign to anyone’s collective 
memory. The cumulative effects of uncertainty, fear, and change have taken their toll on all of us. 
It has been difficult, to say the least. Tensions and stressors are rising, and they seem to be 
multiplying in every direction we turn.  

It has come to my attention (thank you, God!) that I need to start putting some closure in my 
thinking about the “way things used to be.” It is time for me to start thinking about the way 
things ARE. I need to put to rest the things that COVID-19 has stripped away from me and focus 
on what remains. One thing is for certain, God’s love has no end! 

One thing I have learned in my lifetime is whatever we carry in our minds and our hearts spills 
out into every corner of our lives. If we greet the day with negativity and anger, that is most likely 
what will become of the day, because that’s where our focus is. However, if we make the decision 
to greet the day involved in scripture, actively praying, and inviting the Holy Spirit into our day, 
that’s where our focus is and needs to be!  

Faith is something that must be cultivated. We cannot expect to weather any great storm with a 
tremendous amount of faith if we haven’t been feeding our faith. Even the best seed left 
untended and cared for will wither and die. Intentions are very similar in that they require 
thoughtful effort.  I’d like to encourage each one of us to do whatever it takes to feed our faith. 
During this time, our church has faced many challenges. We had to close our doors that were 
always open, suspend fellowship events, and stay at home. Church life, like many things in our 
lives, may have taken a back seat in the last 9 months.  

What have you been doing lately to feed your faith? Here are a few questions to consider…. 

• Although you may not be worshipping in person, are you taking advantage of virtual 
worship opportunities as they arise? 
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• Who is in your circle of friends? Who, within that circle, can you count on for spiritual 
guidance? 

• How are you taking time to serve others? 
• Are you remembering to stay involved in God’s teachings? Have you been reading daily to 

better understand God’s purpose for your life through the healing power of Jesus Christ? 
• Do you pray with your family at least once a day? Do you spend any quiet time alone in 

prayer? 
• Are you contributing a portion of your earnings back to help others? 
• When was the last time you went out of your comfort zone to spread the love of Jesus with 

someone else?  
• Do other people see a reflection of Christ in YOU? 

These are not easy questions, nor should the answers to these questions come easily. I want to 
encourage us all to do what we can on a daily basis to grow our faith so that it can sustain us 
through whatever comes our way. Don’t give up on God, because God will never give up on you! 
The following scriptures have helped to carry me through difficult seasons. 

“22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness.” - Lamentations 3:22-23 

“32 The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one to his home, and 
you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. 33 I have said this to 
you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I 
have conquered the world!””  - John 16:32-33. 

What is God placing on your heart today? I’d like to leave you with the prayer that was in my 
devotion the other day. “Lord, thank you 
for teaching me where to concentrate my 
resources and energy. Let me accept things 
and relationships that I should put to rest 
no matter how important they were to me. 
I hear Your call, Jesus. Instead of wallowing 
in my sorrow, I will follow You and start 
living a life that brings new hope. In Jesus 
name, Amen.” 

This fall, we ordained and installed Drew 
Cunningham to the office of  deacon and 
installed Rosemarie Von Zabern to the 
office of elder.  
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Drive-Through Trunk or Treat 

 

 

Everyone had a great time for our 
annual Trunk or Treat! The Connor 
Family dressed up as the Grand Ole 
Opry with their dog Buddy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cone Family had a voting 
booth for the best candy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Force was strong with Pastor Dan 
and the Commerford family, who had 
a Star Wars themed trunk this year. 

 

 



8 
 

Youth Ministries 

It is no surprise that things have changed for the Youth Group in this last 
year of pandemic living. Fortunately, with the use of technology, we have 
remained connected and continue to grow as a group.  
 
We meet each week via the internet. We continue to have Bible study, 
prayers, discussions about what is going on in our lives, and time to play a 
game or two.  
In October, we had a local mission day, where we helped a member of our 
community around her house. We repaired her fence, installed a new 
mailbox, cleaned gutters, and trimmed trees. It was wonderful to have a 
chance to help someone in need, being the hands and feet of Christ. We 

missed going to our summer mission trip and really enjoyed being able to give back. Thank you to 
the Youth Group members and Fred Cone for all you did/do! 
 
In December, we had our traditional Christmas and New Year’s Eve parties, with a few 
modifications. For Christmas, we had dinner in the Fellowship Hall instead of going to a restaurant, 
then we went to an escape room, which was amazing! After, we enjoyed snow cones and had a 
“snowball” fight. It was so much fun being back together again as a group! 
 
We enjoyed the escape room so much, the kids wanted to go again for New Year’s. After we 
“escaped,” we went to Sweet Frog for a sweet treat, then back to the church. The Cone’s once again 
brought a wonderful display of fireworks for us to enjoy. We were not able to spend the night as 
we normally do because of the pandemic, but it was so wonderful being in person with this 
wonderful group of young men and women. Even though I see them online each week, I have 
missed being together with them in person.  
 
Last fall, I returned to college for the first time in 20 years. I am on a years-long journey to obtain 
my master’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology, and I have been in awe in many of my classes. 
We have studied conception to birth, the hearing mechanisms, the speech mechanisms, and the 
brain, among many other topics. There are so many intricacies that go into making a little human, 
and it is such a miracle every time one of us is born. I think because hundreds of healthy babies are 
born every day, sometimes we take for granted what can happen if just one thing goes wrong.  
 
Looking at all the workings of the brain is overwhelming. Even as you read this article, your synapses 
are firing, allowing you to read and understand the words on the page. These multitude of miracles 
walking the planet each day makes we wonder how people can deny the existence of God. There 
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are so many things that must go exactly right to make us who we are. How can that be from anything 
other than the mighty hands of our Father?  
 
My journey is bringing me closer to God with the realization of all he has done for us to make us 
these incredible beings.  We are absolute miracles, every one of us, and I praise him for all I can 
because of his greatness! 
 
Shannon Sloan Trevino 
Director of Youth Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Youth Service Trip 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The youth group celebrated New Year’s Eve 

by taking part in an Escape Room experience. 
Fun was had by all! 
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Preschool 
Staying close to THE Vine... 

 
John 15:5 "I am the Vine and you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit, apart from Me you can do 
nothing" 
 
Anyone feel as I do? 
That the ONLY way 
that I can remain 
hopeful, joyful and 
even sane these days 
is to stay close to 

Jesus. These difficult times provide us with 
an opportunity to grow in our relationship 
with Christ. But it's a choice that we must 
make. We have to choose to abide in Him. 
We can choose to either listen to the many 
voices out there or we can choose to "abide 
in the Vine." In doing so, we will be a light 
to the many weary souls around us. These are opportunities for us as Christians to prepare to give 
an answer for the hope that is in us. There are a lot of hurting people right now and we are the 
hands and feet of Jesus and should be acting as such. Choose to Abide in the Vine and you will 
find yourself refreshed as you refresh others. 
 
xoxo 
Penny Rogers                                    

 
Each class celebrated Christmas with one another  
by having a party and making gingerbread houses! 
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Thank you, Vivienne!

After 24 years serving our church, 
Vivienne retired this fall. We wish her 
the best in her next season!  Thank 
you everyone who contributed to her 
basket of blessings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


