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October 2019  

Pastor’s Post 

Every vibrant congregation has events, activities, and missional opportunities occurring 
beyond Sunday mornings and throughout the week. As Pastor, I have the blessing of 
witnessing and even participating in many of these events. I get to see how God is 
working at our church every day of the week! However, I recognize that not all of us are 
able to participate in everything we do as a church. We have jobs, families, and other 
commitments that pull us in different directions, sometimes consuming all our available 
time before we can accomplish what we hope to achieve. For that reason, we try to record 

all that is happening at FPC Tequesta and share how God continues to work in us and through us. 
Reports of what has happened often make their way into the Sunday bulletin as well as various emails we 
send out. We provide this so that all of us can share in the joy and mission of our church, whether we 
were present for a particular event or not. 

One special way we share what has and what is happening here is The Beacon, which is our newsletter we 
have been sending to the congregation for some time. In it, we share pictures, stories, and articles written 
by staff as well as our elders and deacons. For the last decade, member Jim Scalf has been the volunteer 
who has taken The Beacon under his wing. He notified all of us when we needed to submit material; he 
collected all the articles and pictures, compiling them into a cohesive newsletter. He then sent the finished 
product for us to distribute to you. If you 1) Were once a visitor who took home a Beacon to see what 
we’re all about 2) Have ever missed an event and used The Beacon to catch up on what happened or 3) 
Used the Beacon to stay in touch with the church during the summer months, your faith has been 
strengthened through Jim’s ministry. 
 
Recently, Jim let us know that God was calling him to focus on other areas of 
his life. He is still very active at church, but will no longer be overseeing The 
Beacon. With that, the session has decided to keep The Beacon going as a 
quarterly newsletter to supplement the bulletin and emails that are sent out 
more frequently. The staff and leadership of the church will take on the duties 
Jim carried for so long. The looks of The Beacon may be different, but the goal 
is the same. We strive to provide you every opportunity to stay up to date on 
what is happening here, how God is moving, and find ways to plug in yourself. 
Be sure to take a copy when they come out! If you would like to submit 
material for a future issue, let us know. More than anything, if you happen to 
see Jim in worship or at a church event, please be sure to take a moment and 
say “Thank you.”  
 
Thank you, Jim! 
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Session Snapshot – Worship and Music Committee 
 

It’s been an exciting time of worship at our church!  We dodged a bullet 
from Hurricane Dorian, however, we had to cancel our Sunday Service as a 
safety precaution!   During Pastor Dan’s paternity leave we were blessed with 
sermons and reflections from a few of our Elders and the Youth Group.  We 
have celebrated the Sacraments of Communion and Baptism.   

Our congregation welcomed Anne Hlasnicek as our new Director of Music 
in September.  Anne brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to our 
church and we look forward to her leadership in our Music Ministry.  
Welcome Anne!   

The Worship and Music Committee is now busy preparing services for the rest of the autumn and the 
Advent and Christmas season.  The Worship team is planning their “trunk” for the upcoming Trunk or 
Treat event.  The Chancel Choir is already busy preparing for the 
annual Christmas Concert on December 8, 2019 at 4:30. Please put 
this on your calendar NOW! There will be two services on Christmas 
Eve again this year, one at 5:30 and our candlelight service at 7pm.   

We strive to plan services that are enriching and will guide us 
individually and as a church community in our journey of faith.  See 
you at church! 

Submitted by Regina Young, Worship and Music Committee 

 
Music Ministry 

Your church music department is alive and doing well.   Our new Music Director, 
Anne Hlasnicek, began leadership of the Chancel Choir in August and rehearsals are 
going very well.  Our church family is so fortunate to have someone with Anne's 
beautiful music talents as part of our music ministry.  

Those of you who have been able to attend church over the summer months and now 
into the season will have enjoyed the contributions to our worship from many 

wonderful musicians.  The Red Shoes Band; the Women's Vocal Ensemble with Pr. Dan and his ukelele; 
the Men's Vocal Ensemble; Ian Wilkinson, violinist; Lynn Donley, soprano soloist; Rob Jacoby, tenor 

soloist; the Sloan Family Singers; piano and organ duets with Crystal and 
Marlyce; Robin Sykes, Flautist; Lynne Spotts, soprano soloist; Allison Sullivan, 
soprano soloist; Hand Bell Choir.  We are truly blessed with a richness of talent! 

Looking forward, the CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be on Sunday, December 8 
at 4:30.   The theme is "Sing We Now of Christmas" and includes some 
wonderful surprises along with many very familiar old favorites.  There is also 
audience participation planned.   Be sure and mark your calendars! 
 

God's richest blessings to each and all.  Marlyce, Your Organist 

Violinist: Ian Wilkinson 

Rob Jacoby 
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Family Ministries 

We are enjoying the festivities of fall with our church family. The Family Ministries 
committee and Fellowship committee teamed up for our annual church picnic a few 
weeks ago. Each year we look forward to reconnecting with the children and house 
parents from the Real Life Children’s Ranch. 
 
We were blessed to have so many new friends attend Sunday School and celebrate on a 
beautiful day. The giant water slide was a returning favorite for the children. We were 
also very blessed to have several visitors from the Edna Runner Food for Families 
program. They had a wonderful day, and one of the young boys asked for a Bible. God 

is fruitful and so good! It was truly wonderful to witness the actualization of our Mission Statement, “We 
are a welcoming family of Christ’s disciples, sharing his love in all we do.” 
 
Blessings, 
Crystal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

Children’s 

Message 

Church picnic fun! 
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I am constantly humbled 
and blessed by the many 
adults in our congregation 
who help the young men 
and women of our Youth 
Group. From Youth 
Sunday to weeklong 
summer mission trips to 
bringing fireworks to help 
us celebrate the New Year, 
all year long, adults are volunteering their time to show our youth what it means to be the hands and feet 
of Christ.  

Not only are the parents helping, but adults with no youth in our group are constantly stepping up to 
volunteer, which fulfills the promise we make at each 
infant baptism to help raise the children of our 
congregation in the ways of the Lord. 

Each Tuesday at our staff meeting, we have a devotion 
and talk about how we have seen the core values of our 
church fulfilled during the week. When it is my time 
for the devotion, I always come back to the core values 
of family and bold generosity. Our congregational 
family means so much to me, and God has truly blessed 
me to have the privilege of working with our youth and 

the many, many 
volunteers who show their love for God and love for 
their neighbors, the two most important 
commandments we have.  

Thank you so much to the many volunteers of our 
congregational family, those who do so much for our 
church and those who work with the youth, for being 
the example Christ wants us to be for our children! 

God is good! 

Shannon 

 

 

 

Summer Mission Trip 
Summer Lock-In 
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We are blessed to have such an active Family 
Ministries Committee here at First Presbyterian 
Church of Tequesta that works alongside the Youth 
Group, Missions Committee, and Fellowship 
Committee.  It has been encouraging as a new 
member of this committee this year to see how 
many ways this committee serves as the hands and 
feet of Christ.  We welcome the members of this 
church, visitors, or just curious folks walking down 

the sidewalk during special events such as the Church Picnic or Trunk or Treat, to join in the loving 
Christian fellowship found at our church.  I am looking forward to being part of upcoming Family 
Ministries’ events such as the Live Nativity.   It has been exciting to see more and more people each 
Christmas from nearby neighborhoods come and enjoy the Live Nativity.  This event is such a blessing 
and shines the Light of Jesus on our entire community.  

Diane Beach 

Elder and Family Ministries Committee member 

  

                                   

              

 

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Retreat 

Mission Trip Testimony Celebration 

Welcome gifts for the children’s hospital 

Commissioning of youth mission trip 

Summer Mission Trip 

Back Pack Mission 
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Preschool 
Hi Everyone! Wow I really can't believe that we have begun a new school year! Do you 
know that I have been your preschool director for 10 years? (How time has flown:) We 
have had a great start to the year with lots of new families joining our family. The 
students have adjusted well to their new routines and we are all excited about the fall 
season. 
 
It always impresses me to see how God uses me with our sweet families. I never lack 
for the opportunity to share God's love and a lot about God's grace and how it 
overflows in my life. God allows me to calm fears, give advice and minister to families 

in need of a kind word. I love how God uses all of us right where we are! I am thankful everyday for the 
chance to work alongside some of the most wonderful women. 
 
I am excited to see how God works in this next season at the preschool! 
 
In His love, 
 
Penny Rogers 
 

First day of school! 
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What’s Been Happening 

Church Picnic 

We kicked off the year this September with a church-wide picnic after worship. The weateher was perfect, 
and the fellowship was even better! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

New Members 

This fall, we welcomed 5 new members into the FPC Tequesta family. Welcome, Rob and Rainne 
Brandon, Stephen and Candace Morgan, and Suzanne Mechler!  
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Trunk or Treat 

The rain held off for a great afternoon of Trunk or Treating! Kids and families from all over the 
community came to grab some candy and have some fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costume Contest 

The Price Family 

Youth Group with Tequesta Police 


