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January 2020 

Pastor’s Post 

 Upholding our Baptismal Vows 

 This past December was special for more reasons than just being the Advent and 
Christmas season. In worship throughout December, we baptized two children! On a 
personal level, these baptisms were special to me because I had baptized both of their 
older siblings. As a pastor, it is always a blessing and a privilege to play such a role in the 
lives of our families and children. On a church-wide level, I think it was special because it 
is a reminder of what it means to be Christians and to be the church Christ calls us to be.  

 All of us know that it takes a village to raise our children.  Every parent relies on the assistance of 
other parents, friends, teachers, and mentors to help our children become successful adults. Similarly, it 
takes an entire community to help nurture the faith of the next generation. Parents cannot be the sole 
resource for their children’s faith development, nor can the pastor or church employee be the only person 
who talks to them about Christ.  For that reason, all of us make vows to nurture our children’s faith when 
they become baptized. Just to refresh your memory, here are the vows all of us make at each baptism: 
 

• Parents: Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the Christian faith, and to teach that faith 
to your child? 

• Sponsors/mentors: Do you promise, through prayer and example, to support and encourage this 
child to be a faithful Christian? 

• The Congregation: Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture 
this child, by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them to know and follow Christ and 
be a faithful member of this church? 

 

When we answer “I do” to these questions, we make a vow to raise 
the children in our congregation to be faithful followers of Christ.  These 
vows do not end when they are old enough to go to school; they don’t end 
when they learn how to drive, nor do they end when they graduate high 
school.  The vows we make when someone is baptized last for a lifetime.  As 
faithful Christ followers, each and every one of us are called to uphold the 
vows we make and do what it takes to ensure that the next generation has 
every opportunity to learn and grow in their faith.  What are specific ways 
we keep the promises we have made to the next generation at FPC 
Tequesta?  If we are not sure how to answer this question, here are some 
ways that we help our children learn about what it means to follow Jesus 
Christ: 
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Parents: First, have a faith life of your own that is genuine and alive.  If you are not growing in your own 
faith, it will be hard to expect your children to grow in theirs.  Second, talk to your kids about their faith. 
Ask them questions that help them connect what is happening in their life with their faith in Christ. 
Third, do not stop pushing them to grow in their faith, no matter how old they are! You are the first 
person they look to for guidance as well as the biggest role model they have for living a life that faithfully 
follows Christ.  Last but certainly not least, pray for them as much as you can. 
 
Congregation: First, have a faith life of your own that is genuine and alive.  If you are not growing in your 
own faith, it will be hard to help our children to grow in theirs.  Second, find real and tangible ways to 
support their faith development.  Volunteer to teach Sunday school, or consider helping out with our 
Youth Group (whether it is an occasional or weekly commitment, every bit helps!). Support our youth 
financially by tithing faithfully and giving to their fundraisers.  Third, include them in the life of the 
church.  Take time to speak with them when you see them on Sunday. Encourage them to be involved in 
as many activities as possible so they learn how to be an active member at church. Last but certainly not 
least, pray for them as much as you can. 

God has drawn us together as a wonderful family so that we can all care for our children while we 
are caring for each other!  My prayer for all of us is that we continue to do the work necessary to allow the 
Holy Spirit to work in and through the next generation of Christ followers. 
 
Blessings, 
 

 

 

VISION   Session Snapshot –
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     In Jeremiah 29:11 We hear the Lord declaring “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your 
welfare and not to harm you, plans to give you a future with hope.”  

     On January 26th the Finance/Steward Committee kicked-off the 2020 Stewardship Campaign.  
Focusing on God’s plans for us our theme this year is 2020 Vision: Grateful for The Past, Planning for 
The Future.   As the weeks unfold you will be hearing and reading about the history of First Presbyterian 
Church of Tequesta.  The real gratitude for the survival of this church in 2020 goes back generations-back 
to the very beginning of the church. To a time when a group of Presbyterians built and maintained a 
church with far less than what we have today. 

     2020 Vision tells us that this church stands at the crossroads of history. We’re looking back to see the 
past.  We’re looking forward to seeing the future. Between the past and the future we’re gathered at the 
crossroads trying to preserve and yet enhance God’s plan for us and our church.  Often as Elders we 
ponder the question, “Will there be Presbyterians in Tequesta 30 years, 40 years or even 50 years from 
now?” We owe an answer to those that came before us.  We owe it to the people who started this church 

that in 2020 we still believe the same things that they believed.  We owe it to them to stop planning one 

year at a time and expand our planning for future multiple generations of Presbyterians.  The 2020 
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Vision Campaign emphasizes that our debt is not just to the past; our debt is also to the future. We owe it  
to the future to keep the best of the past while changing to meet the needs of the future. We are grateful 
to you and for your support. 

 The Finance/Stewardship Committee:  Elder George Glevis    Elder John Walker   Elder Regina Young   Elder Gail 
Jordan   Stu Dammeyer   Scott Rippe   Pastor Dan Commerford     

Music Ministry 

Ready or not, we’re into a new year, and even if you can’t remember yet to write 20 
at the end of the date, it’s time to try something new, learn something new, meet 
somebody new! 

New for the choir is not only singing together but speaking together.  Our January 
19th anthem will offer just that combination as we present excerpts from Martin 
Luther King’s I Have a Dream Speech in song.  This month, new compositions will 
be offered by local composer Jan Holden and our own Lyn Snyder.  Also new for 
us will be not only singing in 4 parts, but in 9! 

Right now! Put April 5th on your new calendar.  That will be the date for a 4:30 Choral Concert at First 
Presbyterian.  The choir will offer 4 Motets for the Week of Penitence by contemporary French composer, 
Francis Poulenc and for the second half, we’ll have you tapping along!  Rhythms of the Bible will feature 

jazz percussionist Nathan Skinner and jazz 
string bass by Joshua Ewers as we sing 
fantastic spirituals and gospel music. 

Looking back at 2019, we are pleased with 
our achievements: a great Christmas 
Concert,  the new healing service, our young 
soloists, Sophia Sloan, Allie Sullivan & Jake 
Westbrook plus our regular, marvelous 
soloists. The talented and hardworking bell 
ringers directed by Marlyce Pedersen a new 
director of music, (and she loves it here) 
 
We wish much joy to Zula Soaves, now a 
choir alum, in her new home, and we look 

to you, the readers of this article also with thanks.  We are grateful for your allowing us to add new 
dimensions to our worship by sharing your comments and suggestions.  Your input is most welcome!  
Also, your enthusiastic hymn singing on both the new and the old tunes, and now, for your thought about 
becoming a chorister and new member of a wonderful group of singers.  Simply stop in the choir room on 
any Thursday at 7:00 PM and see if you don’t leave with a new smile and a new song in your heart. 
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Family Ministries 

 When I make the drive into work each day I am very grateful for this beautiful place 
we are so fortunate to live in. We are truly 
blessed to live in what many people 
consider to be paradise. When I walk 
through the doors of the church office 
each morning what strikes me more than 
the exterior beauty is the care that people 
have for one another here. This is a 
congregation that truly cares for one 

another. We are a caring community of believers. This has 
been at the forefront of my mind because we are once again 
participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring. I am reminded 
just how much this congregation cares for the needs of 
others, whether they be the familiar face at the end of the 
pew, the family right here in Jupiter who needs groceries for 
the week, or the homeless children who struggle daily. 
However, we don’t collect food and care for the needy just 
once a year, it’s something we do all year round. Helping others isn’t limited to one certain group of the 
church, it’s what Christianity is all about! It encourages me when I notice families of all ages and stages 
stepping in to build one another up. When we care for one another we are following the teachings of 
Jesus. It is my prayer in this new year that we would continue to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives by 
caring for one another in the miraculous ways that Jesus modeled for us.   
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Youth Ministries 

When I look back at the last few months and all that the youth group has done 
together, I am always astounded by how busy we are.  Whether it is creating 
welcome gifts for children at the Palm Beach Children's Hospital, collecting shoes to be 
sent overseas, filling backpacks at the start of school, filling shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas child, volunteering at the Strawberry Cafe, or collecting food for Souper 
Bowl of Caring, this group of young men and women are always willing to volunteer to 
help in any way they can. They are such a good example of what it means to be the 
hands and feet of Christ, and they learned how to be kind and giving from their 
parents and their congregational family. 

 
We are also blessed by the support of our congregational family to attend fun activities, such as Rock the 
Universe at Universal Orlando, ice skating for our Christmas party, and Lion Country Safari for our New 
Year's Eve lock-in. 
 
When it is our turn in staff meetings to give a devotion, we are asked to talk about how we see God 
working in our lives. My God moments always seem to reflect around the joy I feel working with the 
members of the youth group, and how the congregation takes such great care of us and shows us God's 
love. I feel so blessed to be surrounded by so much love from both the kids and the adults.  
 
 
Thank you everyone for all that you do for the young men and women of our youth group, for our 
community, and for each other! 
 
God is good! 
 
Shannon Sloan Trevino 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Preschool 

 From the Perspective of a Preschool Tour 

It’s that time of the year that the phone is ringing off the hook with prospective 
parents looking for a much sought after spot in our preschool for the 2020-2021 
school year. (Talk about living your life in fast forward!) But nonetheless this is the 
season to begin the process. 

An important part of this process is taking a tour of our beautiful school. Parents get 
very excited about this part because they love to envision their young students in full 

uniform busily exploring their newly developed skills in writing, cutting and ABC’s. 

As we systematically go from discussing security measures, to drop off and pick up procedures, Chapel, 
after school activities and finally curriculum, the prospective parents eyes start to glaze over with is, what I 
believe, a somewhat overwhelmed consciousness of, “How are we here already, how did my child grow up 
so fast?” All parents know that the first couple years of life are marked with a fuzzy bleariness that 
consumes many of our brain cells, and when we finally 
emerge around the age of 2.5-3 we realize we have an 
actual human that requires more stimulation than we 
can provide. 

So that’s when they come knocking on our school gates 
and decide that our precious preschool can provide a 
safe, loving and stimulating foundation for their child’s 
education. 

So…….. Cheers to new parents and strong coffee! 

I look forward to serving both for the 2020-2021 school year. 

In Him, 

Penny Rogers 

  
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

What’s Been Happening 

Turkey Mission 

 

Christmas Angels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Live Nativity 

 

 

 


