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June 2020 

Pastor’s Post 

 Coming to Life in the Valley 

 

At our February session meeting, I asked the elders to pray for me. 2020 had been a rough year 

up to that point. My mother was in the middle of cancer treatment, and I didn’t know what the 

future held for her (since then, she has completed her treatment and is healthy. Praise God!). I 

was struggling to balance work and family life, to raise an infant and a 4-year-old in a way 

where they felt loved and cared for. I was tired and in need of strength and prayer. The very 

next day, my dog I had for 11 years woke up heavily panting, and by the end of the day, passed 

away at the vet’s office from a sudden heart attack. Losing him was like losing my best friend.  

 

As I began to heal, our nation was swept into a pandemic, closing our church doors and sending our leadership 

into a scramble to continue the life of the church while remaining socially distant. The COVID-19 virus 

completely turned everyone’s lives upside down, including mine, and our future remains unclear. Just when I 

thought we were beginning to move forward, I watched my home city, Minneapolis, torn apart both literally and 

spiritually in the wake of George Floyd’s death. My friends there have been tear-gassed while protesting 

peacefully. Businesses I’ve patronized have been destroyed by looters. It’s only June, and I wonder what the 

second half of 2020 has in store for me. Can we just skip hurricane season and go directly to 2021? 

 

I don’t write this to complain or say I’ve cornered the market on hardship. Far from it! I write to acknowledge 

that life is full of challenges, and we sometimes have to endure seasons in the valley. Unlike seasons on the 

mountaintop, where life is going well and blessings abound, seasons in the valley occur when life is difficult. 

When in the valley, we are forced face the reality of brokenness and death in us and around us. It strips us of 

anything besides God that we’ve used to give us our identity, comfort, or security. 

Seasons in the valley force us to learn what we are made of, and upon whom we 

depend for deliverance. 

 

While in the valley, I continually go back to Ezekiel 37:1-6, “1   The hand of the 

LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  2 He led me all around them; 

there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  3 He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”  4 Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 

word of the LORD.  5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath 

to enter you, and you shall live.  6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; 

and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
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When Israel was so far in the valley that it felt as if it were nothing than a pile of bones, God shows up to 

remind Israel that God alone brings life and promises life. In the same way, spending time in the valley has 

afforded me the opportunity to leave behind earthly things I have relied upon to give me life and look to God to 

put flesh on my bones. In God, I find meaning and belonging as his child. In God, I find healing as I am 

reminded of how much stronger God is than the brokenness I experience. In God, I find hope for a better future, 

and New Life as revealed to us in Jesus Christ. In God, I find guidance and courage to follow Christ and build 

his Kingdom wherever I go. When I reflect on everything God continues to provide me, even the hardships of 

life in the valley seem surmountable. I am not broken but blessed beyond measure. Perhaps God answered the 

elders’ prayers, after all. 

 

Whether you find yourself on the mountaintop or in the valley, my prayer is that you see God walking right 

alongside you, stretching a hand down to bring you out. We have endured so much as a community this year, 

which is on top of what many of you have endured personally. Many of us are in the valley. But God continues 

to walk with us, giving us what we need and healing us where we have been wounded. God continues to guide 

us, showing us the ways of peace, mercy, and righteousness. God continues to give us opportunities to build 

Christ’s Kingdom, so that no one will ever have to remain in the valley. Most of all, God has given us each 

other as much as he has given us Christ. May we continue to seek God and one another as we navigate this 

season, as well as every other season until Christ comes again. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

Rainy season is 
here! One of our 
recent storms 
provided a 
spontaneous 
water park for the 
children in our 
neighborhood. 
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May 28, 2020 
 
Dear Family, 
 

I pray that you remain healthy and safe as we continue to persevere through this pandemic. It’s hard to imagine 
that it’s been almost three months since we last gathered in the sanctuary to worship together in person! That 
being said, I am so proud and encouraged by the many ways we’ve adapted to being a church that continues to 
grow in faith and serve with love while remaining socially distant. We have worshipped together virtually, fed 
families in need, and have participated in ZOOM bible studies and other gatherings to stay connected. Even 
though our buildings have been closed, our church has remained open and vibrant this entire time. For that, I am 
grateful. 
 

As we begin to transition from stay-at-home living to navigating a “new normal” way of life, the leadership at FPC 
Tequesta has begun to imagine what church life will look like in the coming months. To that end, our session 
approved a tentative timeline to begin reopening our buildings to be used for church life. Our plan is a phased 
approach that will begin with small gatherings on the church property that will eventually lead to worship in the 
sanctuary. To gauge readiness to move from one phase to another, we will use positive COVID-19 test rates in 
Palm Beach County. If the way is clear, we hope to begin Phase 1 on June 1 and Phase 2 on June 28. Our task 
force and session will always prayerfully discern our situation and communicate clearly to everyone before moving 
to the next phase or, (if necessary) moving to the previous phase. 
 

On the next page, you will see an overview of Phase 1 and Phase 2, including what worship and gatherings will 
take place in person and how we plan to gather safely. Recognizing that many in our church family will not feel 
comfortable or safe returning to in-person worship, we will continue to offer a virtual worship packet that will be 
emailed every Sunday for the foreseeable future. As we venture into Phases 1 & 2, our leadership will begin 
working on future phases that will involve a gradual relaxing of the gathering and sanitizing protocols we’ve 
adopted. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me personally or contact the one 
of our elders or church office. 
 

I’d like to leave you with a reminder as well as an encouragement. My reminder is that church life will not look 
the same when we begin gathering in person again. We will gather in smaller numbers, wear masks to protect 
others, and will be even more focused on sanitation plans every time we meet. Worship will look different (for a 
while, at least). Services will be shorter, we may forego certain parts of the service we’ve always done, and we might 
not be able to worship next to our brothers and sisters we’ve worshiped beside for years. Just as life all around us 
looks different, so too will life at church. 
 

However, my encouragement to you is that, no matter how different church life may be in the future, we are the 
same church we’ve always been! We will continue to worship God as a family together, whether that’s in person, 
virtually, or some combination of the two. We will continue to grow in our faith together, deepening our 
relationship with God and others by connecting through study, prayer, and fellowship. We will continue to be 
Christ’s hands and feet in this world, spreading the Good News to our community and supporting our mission 
partners. No matter what circumstances we face, we will always be able to be the church God calls us to be. The 
future is bright, and I am excited to see where God leads us next!  
 

As we move ahead in these uncertain times, let us remember the one thing that is always certain: God’s love for us 
known in Jesus Christ. May we follow that love every step we take. 
 

In Christ,  
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Reopen Plan Overview 
First Presbyterian Church of Tequesta 

 
As we begin to move forward amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the following is the phased plan 
to reopen the church that has been approved by the session. 

 
Phase 0 
- Previous Phase 
- Virtual Worship: No in-person worship. A virtual worship packet will posted on our website 

and be emailed to everyone on our email list every Sunday morning. 
- In-person gatherings: The church campus is closed, and all in-person gatherings are 

suspended. Small groups, bible studies, and other groups use to ZOOM or other programs to 
gather remotely.  

- Church Office: Church office is closed to everyone but essential personnel. Phone messages to 
the church are checked daily, and all staff are available via email. 

 
Phase 1 
- Potential Start Date: Current Phase 
- Virtual Worship: Virtual worship will continue like Phase 0 
- Drive-in Prayer Service: Every Sunday at 11am, all are welcome to attend a brief service of 

prayer in our church parking lot! Live audio will be broadcast through the radio. 
- In-person gatherings: Groups less than 10 can begin to gather in our Fellowship Hall. 

Gatherings must register with the office beforehand and abide by all gathering and sanitation 
policies. Those in vulnerable demographics encouraged to stay home.** 

- Church Office: Office remains closed as in Phase 0, but with staff beginning to meet together 
on a limited basis.  

 
Phase 2 
- Potential Start Date: June 28* 
- Sanctuary Worship: Two modified worship services in the sanctuary Sunday mornings limited 

to 50 total participants. Those in vulnerable demographics encouraged to stay home.*** 
- Virtual Worship: Virtual worship will continue to be emailed every Sunday afternoon with 

videos from the in-person service. 
- In-person gatherings: Same policy as Phase 1, but with limit increased to 25 participants. 
- Church Office: Office remains closed as in Phase 1, but with staff meeting more often. 
 
- * All start dates are subject to positive test rates in Palm Beach County. The session will approve and 

communicate clearly to the congregation when we move from one phase to another. 
- ** All who gather in-person must wear masks, stay 6 feet apart, and abide by our sanitation policy. 
- *** To ensure the safety of those worshipping in person, all who attend must register beforehand, wear masks, 

and follow all gathering and sanitation policies. 



5 
 



6 
 

Music Ministry 

So many good things have happened as we have lived through this virus scare.  I am 
grateful for the peaceful time it has allowed me to work with the files and music collections 
in preparation for another year of music at First Presbyterian Church of Tequesta.  Robe 
hanging repairs and choir room organization may leave choir members with some surprise 
changes, but I am incredibly pleased to have things in good condition as we head back 
toward getting together again.   

The staff and music department volunteers have stayed well, and willingly helped with our 
video each Sunday.  Many thanks to each of you who sang the hymns and participated in 

this project.  Unseen help from Parker Cone and Jeff Piddington as they patiently handled camera and sound was 
a marvelous, silent offering.  

Marlyce Pederson, who has been aa absolute gift to our church has retired, and we will miss her amazing musical 
talents in every service and rehearsal, but we do anticipate finding a fresh talent to help fill her shoes.  Things will 
change with new music leadership, but as always, your input is most welcome and I encourage you to let me know 
what pleases you and just as importantly, what needs changing.   

Prayerfully consider giving of your talent to the music program.  Could you be a handbell ringer, a choir member, 
a music librarian, an instrumental soloist, or ensemble member?  Would you be able to just sing for summer 
worship or just for Christmas?  We welcome all who wish to worship through music and when rehearsals are 
again on the schedule, I will let you know what they are and how to participate.  I do look forward to the support 
this congregation could offer through the sound of music! 

As we move toward the future, our plans are tentatively on the calendar for the Christmas Concert We will try to 
offer a double themed program with Benjamin Brittens’ Ceremony of Carols and a selection of music from 
Christmas movies.  (Suggestions for this latter section are welcome as music is still being programmed.) Email the 
office with any favorites or ideas. 

I look forward to seeing you as your life brings you back to us during the summer or as the fall season begins.   

Anne 

Dear Ones, 

Thank-you for a wonderful eighteen years of being involved with the music program at First 
Presbyterian.  You have blessed me with  a full store-house of inspirational memories---lots of 
history, including many amazing experiences with Chancel Choir, Hand Bell choir, 
conducting and accompanying for concerts, congregational singing, working with several 
organists and choir directors, planning, practicing, and having the joy and privilege of 
expressing a love of sacred music in praise to God!  I am grateful to have had such an 
amazing and fulfilling opportunity to do music with so many dedicated people!   

"The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen" (from 
Lutkin choir anthem)      

Love and God's rich blessings, 

Marlyce 
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Family Ministries 

Reflecting back on the last 6 months would usually be a fairly simple recollection of special 
events, worship services, and fellowship within the life of our congregation. In all we say and 
do, we are a people devoted to deepening our connection with God. The season from January 
to June marks a busy season in our church. We are returning to the New Year refreshed and 
ready, preparations are under way for the Strawberry Festival, preschool is full of laughter and 
life, and we have the awesome responsibility of guiding the church through the season of Lent 
and Easter. As long as I can remember, there hasn’t been a day when there haven’t been cars 
in the parking lot for some reason or another. It often felt as if our church building was 
busting at the seams with all the programs we facilitate here.  

This year 2020 started off as any other. The youth group rang in the New Year with their usual lock-in and 
fireworks. Preschool came back from a long Christmas break and preparations were beginning to take shape for 
the Spring Great Banquets. The church bus was loaded and Miss Shannon took the youth group to Universal 
Studios for Rock the Universe. The Sunday School classes were all meeting regularly and preparations were made 
for Youth Sunday. Strawberry Festival came amidst a time when the word “pandemic” was becoming a part of our 
everyday vocabulary. So, I confess it has been a bit of a challenge in so many ways to reflect on the past 6 months. 
It seems as if the beginning of this year was a part of a different era, a time when “things were different.” 
I can’t tell you how much I miss seeing everyone each week. I am so grateful that so many of you have willingly 
shared your stories with the congregation each week for our Family Highlights. I know that it has without a doubt 
been a source of comfort and encouragement for many to see how we are all getting through this and keeping 
God at the center of it all. 
 
I want to encourage each of you to make and take time to nurture your faith as a family at home. This can be as 
simple as remembering to pray before meals or in the evenings, keeping some devotion books close at hand, or 
reading the Bible together. One of the things that has brought me through a challenging two years is that I am 
part of a Bible reading accountability group. This is a group of Christian women (most of whom are a part of our 
church) and every Friday we check-in to make sure we are staying current with our Bible readings. This has helped 
to carry me in times of difficulty, provides a support network of prayer warriors, and ensures that God’s word is a 
part of my daily routine. Now more than ever, it is so important that we practice and therefore model faith 
building for our children and family members.  
 
I’d like to take a moment to tell you how God has been working in my life through all of this. On a ministry level, 
it has reminded me of the precious truth that in all of our gatherings, events, and worship services the heart of it 
all is the people who are there together. God’s people gathering because God has shown us through the sacrifice 
of his son that each and every one of you matter. Thank you for being the people who matter the most to me, for 
sharing the light and love of Jesus Christ, and for your continued discipleship to bring peace and hope in our 
world. And, don’t forget to hug your children every day! I realized I had stopped doing this because I always made 
it a point to send my daughter off to the bus for school each day with a hug and telling her I loved her, no matter 
what was happening that day. The way we love one another begins at home. Note to self: summer hugs are in the 
works, and I mean each and every day! God bless you all, stay safe and I look forward to being together as the 
body of Christ again real soon. Please reach out to me as often as you like, and know that each one of you 
remains in my daily prayers.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Crystal Botha 
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Sunday School 

 

 

Youth Ministries 

 
The Youth Group started out 2020 as busy as ever. We prepared for Youth Sunday, figuring out 
ideas for the sermon, writing it, and practicing for the service.  
 
At the end of January, we once again attended Rock the Universe at Universal Orlando. It was 
an amazing weekend, filled with lots of rides, joy, and the love of Jesus, as we worshiped through 
song. Thank you Jasmine Speak for chaperoning! 
 
In February, we continued to fine tune the sermon and rehearse for Youth Sunday. I am always 

so impressed with the young men and women of our group throughout the year, but especially during Youth 
Sunday. During a normal Sunday worship, each entity has their own part of the service. The choir performs the 
anthem, the pastor gives the sermon, the worship leader leads us. On Youth Sunday, the Youth Group takes on the 
entire service, and they excel. One of the young women even used sign language to interpret our anthem.  
 
Our sermon this year was about judging others. We all do it. The youth are especially judged for their use of 
electronics. Three of the young women in our group took turns sharing the sermon, explaining how electronics 
have been part of their lives since they were born and how most everything in their lives is done through electronics. 
 
Shortly after giving this sermon, everyone’s world turned upside down. We were all quarantined to our homes in 
isolation, but because of electronics, we stayed connected. Never before has the world faced the isolation of a 
pandemic with the ability to still maintain contact with others outside of their home.  
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Throughout this, the Youth Group has continued to meet. Each Sunday evening, we get together virtually to have 
fellowship, devotion, prayer, catch up on how the week has gone for us, and play games. I send them “mom jokes” 
each day via text and talk with them regularly. Without electronics, none of this would be possible, and I feel we 
are blessed to be able to continue to communicate with others via phone calls, texts, emails, and virtual meets.  
 
I would like to give a special shout out to the Youth Group for their amazing work in the Strawberry Café during 
the Strawberry Festival this year, to Drew Cunningham who volunteered to help the kids in the café, and to all the 
Family Ministries Committee members who stepped in during the festival while I was recuperating from surgery on 
my neck. Thank you to Claire and Kate Connor for their musical talents during Youth Sunday, and to the adults 
who volunteered and supported the youth this year in so many ways! Thank you for always being the hands and 
feet of God! 
 
God is good! 
 
Shannon Sloan Trevino    

Rock the Universe 
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Youth Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  

This year, we collected 1,007 food to help feed the 
hungry in our community. Everything collected 
was given to Real Life Children’s Ranch and 
CROS Ministries. Thank you to all who gave! 
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Preschool 

Hello Everyone! 
 
I pray this finds you all safe and well. The last 2 months of preschool have looked very 
different than I think I could have EVER imagined.  
While we planned to enjoy our Spring Break and return to school to celebrate Easter with 
our students we were instead thrown into "remote learning" and "remote working". So just 
like you, my home became my office, my gym and my favorite restaurant. I have adjusted 
my normal and have even found quite a few silver linings in this unique phase. The 
teachers that I am privileged to work alongside have rallied and taught themselves new 
technology and stretched themselves to have more personal contact with their students 

through Face Time and Google classroom. We did drive-thru car lines where parents picked up learning packets 
for their little students and we did our best to stay connected while staying safe. We even did a drive-thru 
Graduation ceremony with as much pomp and circumstance as we could muster and a drive by with our Tequesta 
Police and Fire Departments. 
 
As we move on to the next phase of our recovery as a church and preschool I am spending the majority of my 
brain power to work on how that will look and putting safeguards in place to protect little students as well as 
teachers and parents.  I cannot tell you that this is easy or even pleasant for that matter, but I will tell you that I 
covet your prayers at this time and I will do my best to use the wisdom of this church leadership as well as my 
fellow teachers to restore our preschool and keep everyone safe. 
 
Here are some pictures of our students helping to grow our garden before we had to close our gates. 
 
" BUT WITH GOD all things are possible" and we will once again gather to enjoy the learning and singing and 
curious voices of our little ones. 
 
May God Bless You and Keep You, 
 
Penny Rogers 
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New Members 
 

In February we received new members David and Cindy Ann Thompson, Carole Wassenaar, Sue 
West, Bonnie Hunter, and Millie Isiinger. Welcome to the family! 
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Whats Been Happening 
 

Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
 

This year, Bette Walker and Mona Ludwick 
(posthumously) were recognized this year for our 
Celebrate the Gifts of Women. Karla Ludwick, 
Mona’s daughter, accepted on her behalf. 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday ZOOM service 

For the first time in the history of our 
church, we celebrated communion from 
our homes while joining together on 
ZOOM for our Maundy Thursday 
service! 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday ZOOM service 

For Good Friday, members of our 
session led a responsive reading of 
the Passion via ZOOM. It was a very 
powerful service.  
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Easter Sunday  
 

Chirst is risen! Even though we could not gather in person for Easter, families dressed in their 
Easter best to worship together on Easter morning. 
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Strawberry Festival 
 

Just before our entire world changed in response to COVID-19, we celebrated our Annual 
Strawberry Festival! Thank you to all who donated and came out that day to help. 
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