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September 2020 

Pastor’s Post 

I’m Naming Names 
 

The sanctuary has been empty since March. All of our summer events were cancelled. The church property is 

eerily quiet on any given day. If one only looks at the surface, the church would appear closed since we 

suspended in-person gatherings six months ago. But I am here to tell you that, despite the extraordinary 

challenges COVID-19 has presented our congregation, First Presbyterian Church of Tequesta is as alive as it 

has ever been! Over the last few months, so many of our members have stepped up to make sure we not only 

persevere this season of physical separation, but also that we are ready to hit the ground running when we are 

able to gather again in person. I’m here to name some names!  

 

Our Session: In March, Diane Beach, Bill Butdorf, Mary Helen Cone, Lynn Donley, George Glevis, Gail 

Jordan, Marilyn Mote, Tim O’Neill, Krissy Overfield, David Sloan, Emily Sloan, John Walker, Lynn Weidman, 

and Regina Young made the difficult decision to suspend in-person worship and gatherings. Since then, they 

have met for countless called meetings to lead the congregation through this pandemic in addition to leading 

their respective committees. Through it all, they have remained strong in prayer, courageous in wisdom, and 

creative in imagination as they have led us to be the Body of Christ in a completely new way this year. 

 

Sarah Greer, Gail Jordan, Melissa Plante, and Erika Sundrud also answered the call to begin a term as elder 

without any knowledge what God has in store for us this year.  

 

The COVID-19 Task Force: From the beginning, Audrey Brighenti, Tim O’Neill, Keith Rowe, Emily Sloan, 

and Mark Sundrud have monitored the development of the pandemic, learning as much about the virus in order 

to measure the risk of gathering while also ensuring we are prepared to meet in the safest way as soon as it is 

possible to do so.  

Our Staff: A minute after our session voted to suspend in person gatherings, 

Vivienne Bellardo, Crystal Botha, Anne Hlasnicek, Marlyce Pederson, and 

Shannon Trevino kicked in to gear to notify the congregation and shift our worship 

service to a virtual format (on a Saturday… everyone’s normal day off). Since 

then, the staff has learned a new way to spread God’s love to the congregation. We 

have learned to film and edit videos, make great use of YouTube, and continue to 

offer ways to connect as a congregation. Penny Rogers and Maria LoPresti have 

worked all summer to ensure that our Preschool students and teachers are as safe 

as possible when the school opens this fall. Jake Westbrook kept watch over the 

property while we all stayed safe at home.    

 

Our Deacons: When it became clear that we would be physically separated for 

some time, Rachel Commerford, Mary Collins, Fred Cone, Kristin Doyle, Gwen 
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Eyeington, Susan Glenn, Karla Ludwick, Martha Parker, Jeff Piddington, Muff Poundstone, Jill Rippe, Mellissa 

Sloan, Lyn Snyder, Erika Sundrud, Bette Walker, Bill Wood, and Jake Westbrook worked to reach out to every 

member of the FPC Tequesta family to offer prayer and support. They have enveloped all of us in prayer as we 

navigate these unprecedented times together. 

 

Fred Cone, Ian Eyeington, Jill Rippe, Martha Parker, and Sally Wayne have also answered the call to begin a 

new term as deacon, with Martha Parker agreeing to become the new Deacon Moderator.  

 

Our Treasurer: Scott Rippe spent countless hours helping us procure a PPP loan. He spoke with banks and 

lenders, prepared documents, and put them all together with Vivienne so that we had as much financial 

assistance as possible entering into an uncertain season of giving.  

 

Buildings & Grounds: Bob Brighenti helped prepare the Preschool for the annual fire inspection and John 

Walker oversaw the process of replacing 2 new AC units that went out unexpectedly. Crystal Botha, Bob & 

Audrey Brighenti, Fred, Mary Helen, and Parker Cone, Penny Rogers, and Mark Sundrud put up hurricane 

shutters when Isaias approached. Audrey Brighenti completely reorganized our office while we were shut down. 

 

Bible Studies: Rachel Commerford started a new ZOOM Bible study for young mothers in the congregation. 

Ken Sloan continued to offer his small group study on ZOOM, inviting those who live across the country to 

explore new ways to grow in faith.  

 

This is by no means a comprehensive list of everyone who has contributed to the life of the church over the past 

six months. Rather, it’s a snapshot of church life in extraordinary times. I share these names for a couple 

reasons. First, I want to express my genuine gratitude to those who have helped carry our church through this 

difficult season. If you see them, be sure to express your gratitude as well! Second, I write this to peel back the 

curtain on all it takes for us to be the vibrant congregation God calls us to be. Without the bold generosity of all 

of us committing to give back a portion of our time, talents, and treasures, we wouldn’t be able to live out our 

vision to grow in faith and serve with love. Soon, we will be gathering again in person, and the life of our 

church will resume (even if it’s a new normal). As we follow Christ together, one step at a time, I encourage 

you pray about how God is calling you to participate and provide in our church family. God has great things in 

store for us, and I can’t wait to see how God uses each of us every step of the way! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of New Church Officers 
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Music Ministry 

Never too old to learn new things!  Music, but no choir, plans re-planned and so many 

wonderful volunteers to help carry out video worship.   

It has been so rewarding to call for singers and have everyone say, “Sure, I’ll try it!”  Not 

every recording was a success, but every heart was in the right place and those of you 

who watch the videos are so generous and gracious in the way you accept our non-

professional efforts.  Thank you to all!!! 

With the future still rather uncertain, the session has wisely re-planned out annual 

Christmas Concert to be a video project and so we are working hard to create a very 

special Christmas experience, and a chance for everyone to sing favorite carols too. 

Meanwhile, handbells have been busy practicing and with only 5 ringers they have performed and continue to 

practice lovely music to share in our worship service.  Bravo to each talented musician who has shared their 

time and talent. 

Those who attend our drive-in service know that Lynne Spotts has been a wonderful and special minister of 

music for us, also Rob Jacoby with his inspirational voice and Robin Rowe has gifted us with her flute mastery.  

I look forward to some special music from Lynn Donnelly who has finally come home from her travels.  

To those of you who are restricted to home, your notes and comments help keep us going! 

Hugs and grateful thanks to all who continue to serve through the music program! 

We are always in need of new helpers, and besides singers we are in need of tech support and ringers.  Please 

consider even a short-term contribution of time and talent.  We know there are a lot of gifted people in our 

congregation and with some extra time on your hands, now would be a great chance to help out.  Just let me 

know what you might have to offer by calling the office anytime.  Anne 
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Family Ministries 

Creating Sacred Spaces at Home 

One of the positive things I have gained during the last several months during the COVID 19 

lockdown has been the intent to see things on the brighter side. There has been a multitude of 

overwhelming negativity surrounding this pandemic and the ripple effect it has caused in all of our 

lives. Alas, in all things we have a choice to make. In difficult times, that choice doesn’t always 

come naturally, easily, or quite as swiftly as we would like it to. But God has given us free will and 

the ability to be in control of what we think about and how we spend our time.  

Being able to create a sacred space at home has been my brighter side. This first really impacted me 

when we were asked to do a Communion service for Maundy Thursday via ZOOM. I must admit I did have some fears 

about what this was going to look like and if it would even be a sacred experience at all. In all honesty, I wondered (even 

doubted) if this would have the same impact on me at home as it has before at the foot of the cross in our beautiful 

sanctuary. What happened that evening as I sat around our family dinner table with many of you on my computer screen 

was pretty amazing! Through the simple act of partaking the Lord’s Supper at home I felt a renewal. I felt like God was 

sitting there right beside me and it was pretty powerful. As the weeks went on and we all learned a new skill set creating 

virtual content, I was encouraged to know that people still yearned to have a holy space and to invite God’s presence into 

their homes. By default, our holy spaces became our living rooms, dining room tables, back porches and rocking chairs. 

Although I missed seeing everyone week to week on Sunday mornings, I did enjoy the ability to worship from home.  

I started to question why I hadn’t taken more time throughout the span of my life to create sacred spaces at home. Here 

are some practices I have been doing at home recently that I’d like to share with you. Perhaps you’re already doing this, 

but maybe you are looking for a starting point. 

1. Begin each day in God’s Word. There is no better way to embrace the day. Studying the Bible verse by 

verse or book by book, whatever pace you can manage. Wake up and take it up with him. My experience 

has been that after a long restless night I will often read scripture that resonates so profoundly and helps 

me shape each day into the best it can be. 

2. Remember gratitude in the little things. When the enormity of the world’s problems overwhelm us, 

we need to find joy in things we can control. When we exercise thanksgiving, giving thanks to God for 

everything he provides for us, it has the ability to shift our mindset into forward thinking. Take time to 

be grateful for the sunlight, a nice breeze, or just a good cup of coffee.  

3. Pray for strength. “I can do ALL THINGS in Christ, who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13.” Take note 

that scripture doesn’t read…”I can do all things by myself because I’m a strong person.” Now that 

doesn’t mean you can’t be confident and strong, but think how much stronger you will be with Christ 

almighty on your side. 

4. Keep an area in your home that is free from distraction. For me, this is my front porch! I keep a 

cross, a lighthouse, and a collection of my favorite seashells by my front door. This reminds me 

everyday as I enter my house of three things: Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for me and my family, 

God’s light radiates and should not be hidden, and those seashells remind me of God’s beautiful 

creation.  

5. Embrace your children. They need it more than you know! Hug, hug, and hug and shower them with 

love, even when you don’t feel like it. There is great power in human connection, and if we do not 

provide loving affirmations for our children they will suffer greatly. Our children have been so isolated 

for so long. Your hug may be the only positive affirmation they receive in a day. Think about that! 

6. Share your faith with everyone who enters your home. Yes, I said everyone! Maybe you’re not 

comfortable talking about the Bible or what the preacher said on Sunday, but you can show love and 

compassion for everyone who enters your home, whether that’s the electrician, your neighbor or friends 

and family members. “Faith without works is dead.  John 2:17.” Offer a cool drink of water, a prayer or 

encouraging words.  
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7. Filter the content that enters your home. In the same way we need to change the AC filter each month 

because junk just builds up, we need to clean up the junk in our homes also! Be mindful of what content 

is filling up your living rooms, your children’s rooms, and make sure to clean it up on a regular basis.  

8. Surround yourself with other Christians. Sharing your faith through study, prayer and discussion is a 

wonderful way to create sacred space at home. Not only can our Christian brothers and sisters hold us 

accountable, they share our burdens. Additionally, when we model this for our children it becomes a 

wonderful example. That doesn’t mean you should ONLY have Christian friends, but it does give you a 

safety net of support and caring we could all use on a daily basis. It takes a village! 

9. Invite the Holy Spirit into your home. In the same way you have to pick up the phone to call a friend, 

we must remember to call upon the Holy Spirit, the great helper. Just because your friend doesn’t call 

you when you want them to all the time it doesn’t mean their friendship has ended. Sometimes you have 

to make the first call. I have never known the Holy Spirit to be late, sick, or too busy. Give it a try! Say 

it out loud. Come, Holy Spirit! 

10. When all else fails…remember WWJD! What would Jesus do? I often like to think of it this way, 

“What would Jesus do if he walked into my home right now?” Would I be proud of what was going on? 

Would I be able to extend generous hospitality? Jesus wants us to treat everyone with hospitality. This is 

a very powerful image of Jesus walking through your front door. 
 

By taking the time and effort to create sacred space in our homes, we are ultimately 

preparing our families to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ 

under God’s ultimate direction. As we move forward into transitioning back into our 

“normal” lives, try to remember to safeguard your home with some of these daily 

practices. Don’t dismiss God from your dinner table just because the church doors 

are open. Don’t let Sunday morning be the only time you exercise spiritual practices. 

I can’t see the future and I certainly don’t have all the answers, but I know the one 

who does! I talk to my best friends several times a day and I am certain that Jesus 

wants to be near to us and that God cares for his children every moment of every 

day. My challenge to everyone is this: Keep it up …and keep it uplifting! Faith 

begins at home.  

May God bless your families and homes and may he keep you in the palm 

of his hand.  
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Youth Ministries 

There is a joke I have seen many times since the start of the pandemic: “Five years ago, no one 

got it right when they predicted where they would be in 5 years.” Though scientists have been 

warning of a future pandemic, no one could have known exactly when it would strike.  

 

We have all experienced difficulty staying in touch during this time, but throughout the summer, 

the Youth Group has continued to meet, and it has been wonderful. Mostly we meet virtually, but 

there are times we have practiced safe social distancing and met in person too. 

 

This year we were not able to do the normal summer things that keep us busy: Vacation Bible 

School and our weeklong mission trip, but we have found other ways to stay in touch and stay 

connected. 

 

My two kids (Liani and Alex) and I recently acquired new members of our family: three ball pythons.  

 

Liani has wanted a snake for years. Alex decided he also wanted one and pestered…I mean, asked me politely to take 

them to the exotic pet store. I told them the whole way there we were NOT getting snakes. Walking into the store just 

strengthened my resolve, until I met Jessie. She was so sweet and kind, and I fell in 

love with her personality. Now we all three have a snake of our own.  

 

Surprisingly, snakes have very different personalities, and I have learned so many 

interesting things about them. My favorite thing to do with them is visit the Youth 

Group kids. They love meeting them, and even some of the moms (much to their 

surprise) have joined in on the action. I can do home visits safely and will begin going 

to baseball and football games for our newest 6th grade members: Grayson, Luke, and 

Gabe (welcome!).  

 

Our group has had some amazing conversations lately, lasting well over our normal 

time to meet. It is an energizing way to start my week, and I love that the Youth are 

willing to share their time, feelings, and ideas with me and each other. 

 

We are starting a new YouTube series called The Bible Project that will take us through each book of the chapter, 

breaking them down in a visual and audible way that is easy to understand. We pause the videos for discussion and 

are learning so much from the series and each other.  

 

We continue to take life day by day while also 

trying to plan for events in the future in these 

uncertain times. We are blessed that throughout 

the pandemic, we have had the ability to remain 

connected with each other, something that was 

impossible a hundred years ago during the last 

pandemic.  

 

God is good! 

 

Shannon Sloan Trevino 

Director of Youth Ministries 
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Preschool 
I think we can all agree that the last several months have pushed all of us to an uncomfortable 

place. Personally, my main objective has been keeping my loved ones safe but professionally..... 

that has been a whole different story. 

 

When we closed our preschool doors on March 13th I would have never guessed that it would 

have extended as long as it did. But here we are "picking up our bootstraps" and moving forward. 

This summer has been filled with making new policies to help ensure our students and staffs 

safety and endless hours of research on this moving target we call COVID-19. We are planning to 

open on September 8 and personally, I have never been more excited to begin the school year. The 

teachers, Maria and I are working hard to ensure as normal of a preschool experience for our little 

students as possible. I know God will be with us as we journey forward. 

 

One wonderful thing that we have done this summer is having our walls painted with murals of ocean creatures along with 

scripture. I have enjoyed watching the artist create these peaceful images as they have come to life and the hope and 

encouragement that I know God's word will bring to our parents and staff will be more than wonderful. 

 

I pray that this finds everyone well, safe and filled with the hope that can only come from Our Savior. 

 

xoxo 

 

Penny Rogers 
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STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL FINAL REPORT 
 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 was a mixed blessing.  It was so windy that we had to deflate the bounce house at 
9:30 AM, so it wouldn’t blow away.  Gail Jordan and Susan Glenn moved their tomato sales from the front 
lawn into the south courtyard to get out of the cold wind.  Strawberry Express had no customers for 
strawberry shortcake until the sun warmed us up after 10 AM.  Festival attendance was reduced by concern 
about the new corona virus.  
 
Now for the good news.  Despite all the issues above, net proceeds from the festival were $9,693.  This is $63 
more than we made in 2019.  Steve Parker and Keith Rowe had a good response to their hot dog grilling 
station on the front lawn.  Jim Snyder sold out all copies of his newest book, Five Thousand Years on the 
Loxahatchee.  He donated the proceeds to the festival, bringing total sales from Janet Branigan’s book store to 
$1,300.  Stu Dammeyer sold out everything from the Men’s Garage.  People were excited to see Robin Sykes’ 
fully-stocked Bakery back in its larger space.  Mary Scalf and Emily Sloan’s Trifles & Treasures doubled last 
year’s sales.  Liz Anderson’s Silent Auction cleared over $2,000.  Vivian Carney and Audrey Brighenti sold $800 
of jewelry from a tightly packed narthex. 
 

We were blessed.  On Sunday, March 15th the church was closed.  One week later, and our festival would not 
have happened.   
 
This was George Glevis’ last year as chief jam maker.  Thank you, George, for your dedication and hard work.  
We made 828 jars of strawberry jam and 80 jars of jalapeno strawberry jam.  We donated one case of jam to 
the Real Life Children’s Ranch and one case to the Edna Runner families.   
 
Thank you to all the volunteers whose efforts brought this festival together.  A special thank you to our shop 
managers and my hard-working co-chair Lynn Weidmann.  What will next year’s festival look like?  Will it even 
exist?  I haven’t a clue.  Pastor Dan talked about changing the face of Strawberry Festival.  We’ll talk about this 
in the fall. 
 
Love and a virtual hug to each and every one of you.  I miss you. 
 
Jane Speak, 2020 Strawberry Festival Co-chair  
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What’s Been Happening 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We gave our 

Sunday School 

children Take Out 

Church boxes for 

summer faith 

formation filled 

with fun! 

 

Congratulation to 

Ian Eyeington and 

Milllie Isiminger on 

their engagement! 

Putting up shutters 

in preparation for 

Hurricane Isaias 

Shelby Hires school supply drive for the Bahamas. 

Drive-In 

Congregational  

Meeting 

Sunday Funday!  

Kids pre-

worship time. 

Drive-In Worship 

Service 
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What’s Coming Up This Fall 
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