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WELCOME

from Rev. Kat

hleen Dain
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Happy New Year!

If you're like me, you've probably made your list of New Year's resolutions (and perhaps
already broken a few). This year | hope you will consider a new resolution (along with
me) to grow deeper in your relationship with Christ. You'll find a number of opportunities
in this issue to help you on that course.

In January, the evangelism team is planning a mission trip to The Real Life Children's
Ranch in Okeechobee. This is a great opportunity to get a first hand glimpse of one of our
important ministries supporting children in our local community.

In February we'll start our monthly book club with a wonderful book by Anne Lamott on
the three essentials of prayer. We also have musical opportunities within our choir and
so much more. So please, let's resolve together to grow deeper in our walk of faith.

In Christ's Peace,
Kathy

Rev. Kathleen Dain
Transitional Pastor

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF TEQUESTA




JANUARY gy <09 !

e 27th-28th - Rock the Universe youth trip to Universal Studios
e 29th - Deacon's Hike @ Johnathan Dickinson State Park 3:30pm

FEBRUARY
e st - Let's Talk About It Book Club
e 22nd - Ash Wednesday - Start of the Lenten Prayer Challenge

MARCH
e Ist - Let's Talk About It Book Club
e 5th - Deacon Luncheon/Bring a Friend Sunday

APRIL
e 2nd - Palm Sunday
e Oth - Easter Sunday




MISSION
STATEMENT

"We are a welcoming family
of Christ's disciples, sharing
his love in all we do."

CORE VALUES

e We are devoted to deepening our connection with God.
e We are called together as family.

e We are hands-on when it comes to mission work.

e We are committed to bold generosity.




Spiritual Formation

We asked the question at our recent
Team meeting: "What does spiritual formation
mean to you?" Here are some of our answers!

What it
means to us

“Finding ways to deepen my faith
and connect more to others.” Brenda
Hunt-Simanski

“Finding ways to connect with the
Lord, by yourself and with others;
through small groups, daily prayer &
worship.” Cami Cunningham

“Spending time in daily prayer and
God's word. Sharing faith stories and
learning from others. | can't wait to

see you in church and some of our < Would you like to
great spiritual formation programs join our team?
and worship services.” Jocelyn O'Neill \Wa reet via

OURTEAM Zoom the first
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What does Spiritual
Formation mean to you?

First Presbyterian offers many
oppportunities for you to grow
closer to Jesus this yeatr!

Strengthen Your Faith Life

Adult Sunday School classes most ; ' D]_“aw Zhﬁ’

Sundays at 11:30am after worship.

! L
First Tequesta Book Club starting C 1 rC 1 e

Feb. 1st at 6pm for good food and R Bl A o ST
thEWOI’d! Sy WVial v Datlol ol 1

Take the 40-day prayer challenge
for Lent this year. Encourage a
friend to take the challenge with
you.

Connect With Your Church Family

Preschool Parents can join Parents of Preschoolers (POPS) Group with engaging
topics on "Fostering Resilience in the Parent and Child."

Be a Worship Leader! Help us share the good news of Christ on Sunday mornings.

Pick up a Devotional from the church office. We have copies of the Daily Bread, a
daily devotion for Christian living, available for free. Stop by anytime and pick one up!

Join our Prayer Chain! This is a wonderful way to stay connected to your church
family and to deepen your faith life. Contact Sarah Greer Martinez to join us at
sgreer03@gmail.com



“On Tuesday morning | felt a little
God wink! My usual schedule of
playing pickleball was canceled.
Knowing that Crystal would be
with our preschoolers and their
parents for Chapel, and the
annual  gingerbread house
activity was to follow, off to
church | went.

As | watched Crystal engage the
children and their parents in the
story of Jesus' birth with story,
song and movements, the holy
spirit was indeed present in our
sanctuary.

This to me is what being a
member of the Spiritual
Formation Team is all about.
Being present in the moment
and participating in spiritual
and fellowship activities at
church to me is the essence of
what our team is all about.

Of course, "the icing" on top of that
morning was seeing the children
and parents making the
gingerbread houses or decorating
gingerbread men cookies. Oh, what
fun! Our community is being
beautifully  served  with  our
successful preschool. | left church
that morning with a feeling of hope
and gratitude. We have plenty of
events that will lift your spirit, so
come join us!”

Sarah Greer Martinez
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FAMILY

MINISTRY

Serving with Love

One of the greatest joys about
working with children is witnessing
their perspectives. The glow and
spark of a child's heart and mind
speak to the truth that they are in
fact so much closer to God than the
rest of us. When a child is baptized
in our church we make a vow to love
and support that child in every way
possible. It is up to us to make sure
that they are in fact, "growing in
faith, serving with love." How do we
do that and grow young disciples?

If you've ever seen a child pray for
the very first time or witness a
teenager collecting food for the
homeless it is in those moments
that we catch a glimpse of the Holy
Spirit.

The greatest commandment we are
given is to love God, the second to
love others. We see that specifically
laid out for us in the book of Mark
12:30-31. Just how should we love
God? Many versions of the Bible use
the words heart, soul, mind and
strength and for many these invoke
thoughts of how we should love God
with all amazing intricacies of our
being that God designed for us.

| frequently enjoy reading The
Message version of the Bible, and I'd
like to bring to your attention the
words here it uses:

passion, prayer, intelligence, and
energy. When | read these words in
the Message | see words of action.
And so the answer became clear to
me. Just how should we love God? We
have to put it into action!

JESUS SAID,
SO LOVESEHIE
LORD GOD WITH
ALL YOUR PASSION
AND PRAYER AND

INTELLICENCE AND
ENERGY."

MARK 12:30
THE MESSAGE

As we look towards the future of our
church it is imperative that we look
at feeding the souls of the children.
There's a reason why Jesus said "let
the children come to me for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven." There are
many ways to put the words of Jesus
into action and for His purpose.

Crystal Botha
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Do you have a passion for leading
others to Christ?

The most valuable thing you can do
for family ministry is to give the
simple gift of time. Consider your
unique talents and interests and
how you might be able to share
them with our children and families.

Do you love to be outdoors and
meet new people? We have
numerous special events
throughout the year that need your
enthusiasm and energy! Vacation
Bible School, Trunk or Treat, the Live
Nativity, and our Spring Festival are
seeds that we plant in our
community.

Maybe you are at a stage in your life
where you'd love to spend some
time with the youngest in our
congregation and offer a break for a
young mom to enjoy worship.
Volunteer in our nursery!

Do you have a love for learning and
desire to foster learning for future
generations? We need you to help
with scholarship fundraising and
teaching Sunday School. Consider
joining an online Bible study with
friends. And finally, and perhaps
most importantly...prayer. | ask you
to hold the future of our church in
your daily prayers. Together, we are
the body of Christ.




Psalm 127:3 tells us, "Children
are a gift from the Lord; they are
a reward from him." Here at
First Presbyterian Preschool, we
feel honored and humbled at
the opportunity presented to us
each day to learn alongside the
children entrusted to us. Life
through the eyes of 2.5-4-year

old's is innocent, inquisitive,
intense, imaginative, and
magical. We don't take this

responsibility lightly, but we sure
do have a lot of fun!

We have kicked off our spring
semester and it is jam packed
with learning opportunities that
enhance  our  communities
experience at our school. We will
be studying fairy tales, seasons,
favorite  authors, friendship,
plant

life cycles, Easter, Earth Day,
and the ocean to name a few
subjects. While we are at
school we will enjoy French
class, and Amazing Athletes
which is a multi-sport class
teaching us about fitness
through games and obstacle
courses. We learn to recognize
and write our numbers and
letters and we take in the
world around us. After school

we enjoy several
extracurricular opportunities
which include soccer, STEM

club, karate, and ballet.

We attend Chapel weekly with
Miss Crystal and have enjoyed
having our parents join us for

Parent Chapel at the start of

each month.

If you have a little one or know
someone who might like to
join us, we register February
2nd for the 2023-2024 school
year. Come join us as we aim
to nurture the whole child -
mind, body, and spirit while we
learn to play and play to learn.




Your support of the Palm Beach
County Food Project is vital to
the health and well being of the
hungry in  our community.
Seniors, families with children,
the homeless, and those with
limited funds depend on the
fruits of your generous spirit.

We will be distributing the
Green bags again in January for
the February collection. We help
with the Green bags every other
month. Your donations in the
even numbered months are
very appreciated. In December
we filled 40 bags. Great job!
These bags were delivered on
December 10 and we then
worked at the Oceanview
Methodist collection site to sort
hundreds of bags into boxes.
These boxed foods were picked
up on Monday the 12th by the
agencies that put the food into
the hands of the needy.

Thanks to all who have participated in
the shopping gathering and sorting of
the food. We are doing amazing work,
one bag at a time. Here are a few
pictures of our helpers from our most
recent events. We are happy to see so
many new faces! Our December
collection was overflowing. In addition
to the food collected indoors there was
another 200 boxes on pallets outside!

If you are able, please join us on Feburary
11th, 9:30 to 11:30AM to help sort the
food. Contact Fred Cone at 561-762-9114
with any questions. Thanks again and God
bless you. Return dates for 2023 are listed
below.

2023 DATES

Feb 5
Apr 2
June 4
Aug 6
Oct 1
Dec 3




We are very excited about the work
our Evangelism team has been
doing to accomplish the goals set
by our church leaders.

Last year we partnered with
Samaritan's Purse to provide
Christmas shoe boxes for children
globally, as well as helped support
African Baby Haven in South Africa.

As a congregation we also
accomplished the following:

e Monthly food for families gift
card to Edna Runner Tutorial
center.

e Filled hundreds of green bags
with non-perishable food for
the Palm Beach County Food
Project to feed families in Palm
Beach County.

e Partnered with and delivered
food and meals to Family
Promise for homeless families
trying to get back on their feet.

e Supported the Real Life
Children's Ranch with
Thanksgiving meals, school
supplies, the noisy offering
each month, and other non-
perishable food donations from
Trunk or Treat food and
Christmas Angel Gifts for every
child at the Ranch.

e Blessing of the Animals
service which helped build
community relationships.

These things have

accomplished part of our goal to
be the hands and feet of Christ,
and reaching out to others in
need in our community. They
have also provided opportunities
to spiritually strengthen the
members of our congregation.

Going forwards, we will continue
to be disciples for Christ in the
following ways:

January - We are planning a
service day for the Real Life
Children's Ranch on the 21st.
February - Fill a green bag (or
two!) for the Palm Beach County
Food Project.

March - Join us for a community
outreach spring festival.

Please be sure to check our
church calendar via our website
for details.

We will continue to provide
gateways to opportunities to
serve the Edna Runner Center,
such as tutoring and mentoring.

2ND SUNDAY OF
EVERY MONTH

We feel honored to serve on this
team, and welcome anyone who
would like to join us, or come and be
the hands and feet of Christ as we
serve  our congregation and
community...WE NEED YOU!!

Wishing each of you God's blessings,
The Evangelism "E" Team

THE "E" TEAM

David Sloan
Millie Eyeington
Crystal Botha
Jill Rippe

Fred Cone
Drew Cunningham
Karen Swanson
Tim O'Neill
Mary Collins
Lynn Weidman
Melissa Plante

Marilyn Mote



Join our Deacons for d

NATURE

HIKE

Johnathan Dickinson
State padrk

JAN 29TH
3:30PM

Kitchen Creek Loop Trail

Come join us for fun, fellowship and fresh
air, at Johnathan Dickinson State Park,
where the Deacons are

hosting their first Annual New Year Hike!

The event will take place on January 29 th
at 3:30 pm. The park is located at 16450
S.E. Federal Highway in Hobe Sound, and
the cost to getin is $6 per car.

Once in, take Park Drive all the way down
to the River Area where there is plenty of
parking. Let's meet next to

the playground at 3:15 and then start our
hike on the Kitchen Creek Loop Trail at
3:30. The trail is approximately 1.25 miles.

Please call or text Gwen Eyeington at 561-
312-6116 to RSVP.

OUR DEACONS

Martha Parker, Deacon Moderator
Chery Hires

Fred Cone

Cami Cunningham
Jill Rippe

Gwen Eyeington

o Brengtor Ny SAVE THE DATE:

March 5th

; Deacons Luncheon

Karen Swanson

Suzanne Mechler



FPCT Music

Anne Hlasnicek

We are so lucky to have a choir!
As the winter singers re-join our
choir ranks, stories are told of
churches at home no longer
having choirs! We welcome back
all of our great seasonal singers,
John and Liz Anderson, new
member Tom Hoke, Sue Fisher,
and John Wampler. Martha Ause
may be joining and new member
Renee Lassinger who we look
forward to including soon.

Choir Practice
Tuesdays at 1:00pm

We are working toward two
special music Sundays this
season, the first on March 12 as
the Celtic Bagpipers join us and
a special Sunday, still in the
planning, featuring music and
special thoughts on prayer.

Very soon, we will be asking for
volunteers who read music to
join a short term bell choir-stay
tuned for details!

Christmas Concert 2022



PRESBYTERIAN

WOMEN

Our Presbyterian Women's Group,

The Deborat Circle SHE HEARS

meets the first Tuesday of every month at Leauning 0 Lesten fo/ekes
7:00 pm in Harrington Parlor. - |
Currently we are studying the book,

"She Hears, Learning to Listen to Jesus”

Wew members are welcome anylime. -

For more information contact

Regina %W
561-512-1657
reginay@comcast.net




Connect with your
Christian brothers!

Ist & 3rd Wednesday #=, Dubois Park
DuBois Park

2nd & 4th Wednesday | : o
Lighthouse Diner in
Tequesta

For more information
contact:

John Walker
561-701-3603




WWW.TEQUESTAPRES.ORG

A NEW WAY
TO GIVE

R

I Search for Our 2. Select Your Fund 3. Enter Payment
Church and Amount Method

WAY TO
GIVE WITH
VANCO










Lord for ever." Psalm 23:6
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I can't
eat that.
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THAT ONE
WASN'T

fish been fesfed
for mercury?

Is that brec
gluten-free

THE MINISTERS ASUB,
SO WERE ALL GOING TO 14
SING THE WRONG HYMN.. Ji
PASS ITON... E




POLLOVY U3

ON INSTAGRAM,

FACEBOOK AND
TWITTER

l@' firstpreschurch.tequesta

n First Presbyterian Church of
Tequesta

g @fpct_1

First Presbyterian
a Church of Tequesta

@ HELP US SPREAD E D l A
THE GOOD NEWS!
~ Weekly Emails
~ Church Magazine
~" Photography
" Social Media

o 561-746-5161 www.tequestapres.org
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